THE CHALLENGE

Conduct quick underwater
in-situ surveys, maintenance
inspections and certi [cation

of marine based assets and

structures.

THE SOLUTION

Under a UWILD programme,
ACFM probes are used deployed
using divers or remote solution
techniques & ROVs.

Application
Note

THE BENEFITS

Saves the asset owner time and
cost by reducing downtime.

Eliminates the need for
expensive and limited drydock
space.

UnderWater Inspection in Lieu of
Drydocking (UWILDs) are often
required to ensure the structural and
operational integrity of a marine
asset. In current economic climates
where saving cost is a key driver and
safety and structural integrity are of
critical importance, UWILD inspec-
tion programmes are becoming far
more commonplace.

Conducting these surveys in-situ
with divers or with ROV deployed
techniques, saves the asset owner
and their clients both time and
money by reducing downtime,
cutting back on off-contract times
and reducing or eliminating the need
for expensive and limited drydock
space.

Classi cation societies that issue
guidelines on UWILD inspection,
maintenance and certification for
structures and vessels include the
American Bureau of Shipping (ABS),

Det Norske Veritas (DNV-GL), Bureau
Veritas (BV) and Lloyds Register(LR).

Various NDT Techniques can be used
in the UWILD environment such as
MPI, Eddy Current techniques and
Ultrasonics. TSC’s Alternating Cur-
rent Field Measurement (ACFM®)
inspection technology has a well-
established track record in subsea
applications and is very adaptable
on-site as solutions can be deployed

by diver or ROV.

As a leading NDT technique ACFM®
has been developed for detection of
surface breaking defects through
the application of an electro-
magnetic field. Unlike conventional
inspection techniques ACFM®
technology can work through paint
and coatings, so there is no
requirement to strip away coatings,
reducing downtime further.
Requiring only one pass of the

inspection area ACFM® has a high
tolerance to variations in pass speed
and lift-off, which means fast and
reliable data is achievable
consistently; and the length and
depth of any crack defect found is
measured and recorded instantly. As
ACFM® detects metal defects
through the application of an
electro-magnetic eld, it can be
easily applied in an underwater
setting without compromise and is
becoming the technique of choice

for underwater inspection work.






